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MEXICO 


BISHOP LONA DENOUNCES OAXACA ELECTIONS AS FRAUDULENT 
Mexico Cicy UNOMASUNO in Spanish 18 Aug 86 pp 3, 9 


[For related article by Bishop Arturo Lona, see JPRS LATIN AMERTCA REPOXT of 
10 July 1986 (JPRS-LAM-060), pp 94-107] ) 


[Text] Tehuantepec, Oaxaca, 17 Aug--At the elections this past 3 August the 
government "struck blows at and in many cases killed" the right to vote of the 
citizenry by means of blatant fraud in favor of PRI candidates, who are 
Supported by caciques and the government. The voter lists themselves are 
proof of this, inasmuch as more people voted than were registered, ballot 
boxes were stuffed in advance, and in many cases even dead people voted, among 
other tactics. 


Bishop Arturo Lona Reyes made these remarks in an interview, asserting that 
authorities in this region lie and accept bribes even though many call 
themselves Catholic while ignoring the commandments. In the wake of the 
recent elections, he stated, once again "I will repeat the message that I have 
voiced since 1971, when I arrived in this diocese, and that has put me in the 
sights of the Interior Secretariat: the people no longer believe in government 
officials because of their constant attacks on civil rights, and collective 
tensions that will later be regretted have been created." 


Several times, he said, "I have spoken with Manuel Bartlett and with the 
governors of Oaxaca and I have told them that the people of this region no 
longer believe in them." The problems of economic backwardness and the 
violation of democratic rights are going to lead to an explosive and 
disastrous situation, he warned, unless the government opens up and changes 
things. 


He stated that there are tensions and conflicts in the isthmus of Tehuantepec, 
Peopie are starving to death in the highlands. We could wind up with 
explosive situations if the government insists on maintaining its political 
monopoly and continues to neglect the indigenous communities, because the 
announced rural assistance programs never reach this region. At present there 
are severe shortages of basic foodstuffs; there is no corn, even in the 
CONASUPO [National Company for Basic Commodities] stores. 
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Lona also spoke of the political impact that the Church's pastoral work has 
had in the 53 municipalities that make up the diocese of Tehuantepec. He 
indicated that the Church has not created the independent grassroots movements 
that have arisen in the region; it has instead planted a seed that makes 
possible a change ir the attitude of the poor, an awakening of political 
awareness and an abandonment of submissiveness. This contributes to the 
growth of the democratic and independent political organizations, mainly COCEI 
[Labor, Peasant, Student Coalition of the Isthmus], with which the efforts of 
the grassroots church coincide. Also, in the areas in which these groups have 
not yet been formed, there is already a social polarization because the 
Indians (70 percent of the population in this area) are now defending their 
dignity and their rights. 


In the communities to which COCEI's political work has not yet spread, the 
gains in the population's political awareness are being expressed in various 
ways that are available to them, such as producer organizations or even in 
elections, by getting PRI to nominate democratic candidates that represent the 
people. 


The bishop acknowledged self-critically that during his first few years as 
head of the diocese he performei relief work in the communities. "But soon I 
realized that Jesus was asking for something else, the advancement of human 
beings, in other words," meaning the awakening of an awareness for liberation. 
"And that's when the war began." He said that “gaps started to appear on my 
agenda’ for religious celebrations by wealthy families. The campaign "against 
the corrupt bishop" began. The taciques and the authorities no longer went to 
church, but the poor began coming in greater numbers. 


The goal of the diocese became clear in 1980: "in solidarity with the poor, to 
form awareness groups in which the people will commit themselves, through a 
liberating evangelization, to a new model of a more popular church that will 
create a new man and society as a forerunner of the kingdom of God." 


In one respect it concurs with the democratic political organizations, in 
other words, in seeking radical social change, not "a patch job," and on the 
need for the people's liberation. But the Church is not just against the 
corrupt system; its goal is more transcendental, because it seeks the 
Christian utopia. In this regard, the work of the grassroots. church 
communities encompasses politics as part of human experience, but it goes 
further. 


The diocese's efforts towards this goal were difficult at first, Lona 
explains, because traditional religion, which must be understood and shared, 
prevails in the Indian communities. Moreover, the southern regions of the 
country have always been very neglected politically. Therefore, the diocese 
had to begin at square one and seek new paths, aiming for a church on the move 
that would adopt the traditions and customs of the people. 


Lona acknowledges that in working towards the liberation of the poor he went 
overbcard in some of his preachings, which had too radical a bent. "We 
launched the gospel in favor of the poor without a word of warning," he says, 
adding that his sermons were far from tactful, which prompted a falloff in the 
attendance of the wealthy at religious celebrations. [Remainder of article is 
illegible] [end translation] 
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CIOAC ACKNOWLEDGES SAN CRISTOBAL BISHOP'S LETTER OF SUPPORT 
Mexico City ASI ES in Spanish No 173, 5 Jul 86 p 10 


[Text ] Early this year, the Independent Central Organization of Agricultural 
Workers and Peasants (CIOAC) held a plenum in San Cristobal de las Casas, 
Chiapas, to take stock of what it had accomplished so far. 


Like other revolutionary organizations, the CIOAC has exerted efforts to alter 
the anachronistic social relations within which so many injustices are 
committed against the peasants, it was stated at the plenary session, but the 
government's responses are well known. In the case of Chiapas, the 
administration of Absalon Castellanos has managed only to beat and _ shoot 
people. Many CIOAC members have fallen in the struggle; others are in jail, 
and the rest are familiar with the clubs of the police and the rifles and 
bayonets of the army. 


Consequently, the battlefront that requires the most energy from the CIOAC is 
opposition to government repression. Therefore, it was said, the struggle for 
the release of prisoners and the demands that the aggressors be punished are a 
fundamental part of this front. 


The plenum felt that there are great prospects in Chiapas and throughout the 
country for the growth and consolidation of the CIOAC. 


The bishop of San Cristobal de las Casas, Samuel Ruiz, sent a message to the 
CIOAC plenum, which we have photocopied below. 


Diocese of San Cristobal de las Casas 

5 de Febrero and 20 de Noviembre 

Chiapas, Mexico 292000 

16 January 1986 

Having heard the news that the CIOAC is holding its National Plenum in our 
state, we see it as an expression of solidarity with our battered peasants and 
of a firm desire to remain peacefully involved in their just causes, even 
though there have been irreparable losses on this account. 


Do not stop seeking justice through equitable means, as you have so far. 
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Samuel Ruiz G. 
Bishop of San Cristobal de las Casas 


Tuxtla Gutierrez, Chiapas 
19 January 1986 


-Mr Samuel Ruiz 
Bishop of San Cristobal de las Casas, Chiapas 


It was with great satisfaction that we participants at the 3lst National 
Plenum of the CIOAC received your warm greetings and encouragemert. 


You can rest assured of our solidarity with and support for the great agrarian 
and social struggles of the people of Chiapas before, during and after the 
plenum that we held in Chiapas. Also, you can rest assured that nationwide 
the CIOAC recognizes the great importance of the social and educational 
efforts of the religious diocese that you are enthusiastically guiding towards 
democracy and justice. 


Please accept our thanks, our brotherly greetings and our wish to strengthen 
relations between the CIOAC and your diocese. 


Respectfully, 

On behalf of the 3lst Plenum of the CIOAC, 
Jose Dolores Lopez 

Fernando Rascon Fuentes 

Jose Viesca Ruiz 

Enrique Vazquez Hernandez 
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PMT'S CASTILLO URGES JOINT ACTION WITH PAN IN CHIHUAHUA 
Mexico City PROCESO in Spanish No 510,11 Aug 86 pp 18-19 
[Article by Francisco Ortiz Pinchetti] 


[Text] Chihuahua--Heberto Castillo broke old patterns of the Mexican left and 
Luis H. Alvarez, weakened, his health deteriorated by 38 days of voluntary 
fasting, disobeyed doctors’ orders and received the PMT [Mexican Workers Party] 
leader with a warm embrace. 


The meeting took place at the newsstand in Lerdo Park, in this city. Castillo 
went there to express, with authority, to the PAN [National Action Party] leader 
“complete solidarity" with his battle for democracy, and "deep respect" for his 
decision to remain on a hunger strike. He urged him to give up his life in a 
different way. "Let's go together," he told him, "to tour the country. Let's 
undertake a national drive for democracy." 


The Mexican Workers Party national leader had made a similar proposal a day 
earlier in Ciudad Juarez to the businessman, Francisco Villarreal, and to the 
homeopathic physician, Victor Manuel Oropeza, who, like Alvarez, have been 
on a public fast since 1 July, to demand respect for the citizens' desires. 


The 57-year old Castillo suggested to them: "If you have decided to give your 

lives for this cause, I urge you to surrender them in the form of backing, not 
cash. In Mexico, the only path for both the left and the right is democracy. 

Let's fight for it together." 


Villarreal and Oropeza accepted the suggestion in principle, making their deci- 
sion to stop the strike contingent on Luis H. Alvarez‘ accepting it. The PAN 
member, for his part, did not preclude the possibility, though he reiterated his 
position of continuing the fast, which would mark its 42d day this Monday. 


Victor Manuel Oropeza, a veteran critic of the system and founder of the PMT in 
Ciudad Juarez, and friend of Heberto Castillo Villarreal, a multimillionaire, 
for over 20 years, did not even know the national PMT leader. 


The three met on Wednesday morning, 6 August (just a month from the state elec- 


tions) at the encampment where the fasters have remained for 6 weeks, in the 
border town's Juarez Park. 
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The conversation took place around the table heaped with bottles of water, 
lemons and medicine bottles. 


"I have come expressly to be in solidarity with you," announced Castillo. "And 
my solidarity is this: I deeply respect your decision; I think that you are 
setting an example of magnanimity and patriotism. And I believethat it is 
necessary to make use of those assets in more effective action to back the 
people's struggle for democracy. That is the course of action that I have come 
to propose to you." 


They examined the political situation in Chihuahua. Oropeza expressed the view 
that, if the government decides not to respect the people's desires, and stands 
firm, its pretense will be exposed: "Then we shall know that we are under a 
dictatorship, and a dictatorship is not defeated by votes." Villarreal stressed 
the fact that the battle being waged in Chihuahua ceased to be a partisan battle 
a long time ago. "Since 7 July, this has not been a PAN battle. The two of us 
have no PAN connection; and, like the people, we are waging our battle." 


Castillo told the fasters that, in his opinion, the government's decision had 
been made. “It will let you die," he warned them; arguing that the situation 
in Chihuahua is clearcut evidence that the people of one state of the republic 
cannot, on their own, take on the entire government of Mexico, with all its 
resources and its control over the news media. "So, the battle must not be one 
of an isolated state, but rather one of all Mexicans against the entire apparat 
of the system," he remarked, before proposing: "You are willing to die; you have 
decided to give up your lives for this cause. I suggest to you that you not 
give your life in cash but rather in backing; let's give it up together, for 
all that remains of our lives. Let's travel, let's tour the country, let's 
undertake a national crusade for democracy." 


The PMT leader also noted that all the opposition political parties must abstain 
from participating further in local elections,proposing: "Let's prepare to 
confront the system together, in the 1988 federal elections." 


In view of Villarreal's hesitation, Castillo emphasized: "We have never done it 
together. Let's do it, let's all go, PAN, PMT, PSUM [Unified Socialist Party 
of Mexico], PRT [Revolutionary Workers Party], and PDM [Mexican Democratic 
Party]: the real left and right opposition; but with a very clearcut position 
toward the government: Either it respects the will of the people, or we shall 
resort to violence. Insofar as I am concerned, I would be willing to die under 
those circumstances." 


Oropeza asked: "Would PMT be willing to go beyond its party line :o join such 
a movement?" 


"Not only that: PMT would be willing to disappear, if it were necessary," replied 


Castillo. 
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The strikers requested time to reflect. That same afternoon, they gave Heberto 
Castillo a letter to deliver to Luis H. Alvarez. 


In that message, Villarreal and Oropeza stated that Castillo's proyosals "are 
in complete agreement with those that we have discussed, regarding citizens' 
participation and with what we have resolved to ask of the political parties: 
no participation in local elections." They also voiced agreement with the 
idea of undertaking a drive throughout the entire country, explaining: “To 
effectively gauge the results of this effort, it will be necessary to establish 
goals and, if they are attained, to set up a plan of action for the whole 
country." And they added that they would agree to stop their fast "if engin- 
eer Castillo's proposal is also acceptable to Luis H. Alvarez." 


That night, with the local leaders of his party, Heberto Castillo visited the 
two international bridges blockaded by PAN members, as a measure to pressure 
against the electoral fraud. At the Isla de Cordova bridge, he unexpectedly 

met the writer, Fernando Benitez, who had also come to express his solidarity 
with the families that had been camping there for the past 3 days. Accompanying 
him was the PAN candidate for mayor of Juarez, Gustavo Elizondo. A few minutes 
later, Francisco Barrio Terreazas, the PAN candidate for governor, arrived and, 
with him, the PSUM municipal leader, Avelino Soto Ugalde. 


So, in the view of hundreds of PAN supporters, a remarkable discussion took 
place there, just 10 meters from the international border, with the participants 
seated on plastic chairs forming a semicircle. The audience applauded each 
one's remarks enthusiastically. 


Heberto Castillo said that Mexico's problem "is not a problem of left and right 
wing groups, but rather a problem of fighting for democracy." He admitted 
that, on that concrete issue of the battle on behalf of respect for the people's 
desires "I agree completely with PAN, and I'm not afraid to be identified with 
it. I think that its battle for political democracy is the battle of all 
Mexicans." And he reiterated his invitation: "Let's travel together, as 
missionaries of democracy." 


Fernando Benitez expressed the view that what had been said by the national PMT 
leader "is the Bible." The author reviewed the history of Mexico cleverly and 
humorously, condemning the "insensitive, corrupt, and dictatorial" government, 
and stressing the extremely unjust conditions prevailing in the country. 


Barrio Terrazas expressed appreciation for the solidarity "of such highly esteem- 
ed, capable, prestigious people," and noted: "We do not have their knowledge or 
intellectual capacity; what we do have, like them,is the decision to wage the 
battle for democracy, whatever the cost may be." 


PSUM's Soto Ugalde, in conclusion, emphasized that the presence on that bridge 
of people of such different persuasions confirmed the fact that the battle 
currently being waged in Chihuahua is not the battle of one party," it is the 
battle of a people." 


On Thursday, 7 August, Heberto Castillo went to the city of Chihuahua and, from 
the airport, directly to Lerdo Park, meeting with Luis H. Alvarez at its news- 
stand. He delivered the message from Oropeza and Villarreal to the PAN mayor, 
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repeating to him the proposal that he had made to them in Ciudad Juarez. "I 
respect your course of action," he told Alvarez. "I admire your courage and 
determination." He also explained to him his position holding that the oppo- 
sition should not participate in local elections, and should prepare for a 
“great national battle" in the 1988 elections. 


They talked alone for nearly half an hour. Alvarez explained that his battle 
and fast are not on behalf of PAN, nor in defense of PAN's rights. "I am 
equally angry at what they are doing to other members of the opposition, what 
they are doing to the people, denying them their rights." 


Castillo said that this decision entails the sacrifice of three lives, "a 
sacrifice that would unquestionably be useful, but would not do the system 
very much damage. I think that there are other ways of fighting." 


Alvarez replied: 


“Although the differences in our battles may be exaggerated, because that 

suits the system, there is a fundamental difference from you, engineer: I 
believe that violent struggle would not bring benefits to Mexico, but rather, 
the opposite. I believe in a peaceful struggle with civilian resistance. I 
realize that more determination and more magnanimity are required for that; but 
it is a struggle in which victory can be won. Mexico needs a new revolution, 
and I think ‘ .at we can attain it through these courses of action." 


Castillo said: "What I want least is violence. Violence already exists; there 

is poverty and hunger in Mexico. We must understand that Chihuahua is not Mexico, 
that what has happened and is happening here must be taken to the entire country. 

The republic must be convinced of this struggle. Imagine all of Mexico being 

as Chihuahua is now, with a conscious people, struggling for their rights without 

violence. That is what I want." 


They took leave of each other affectionately. Castillo returned a few hours 
later for a response to his proposal. Alvarez gave him a typewritten sheet: 

"We must definitely (he wrote) put aside our typical over-anxious attitude 

and be willing to make alliances with other parties which agree on their desire 
for democracy, without discrediting or sacrificing the natural differences among 
the groups. The example set by Spain is encouraging. 


"The fast may not achieve any change in the government's positions, but it could 
make the people aware and prompt them to action. Whether or not it is taken to 
its final consequences must be considered separately." 


In his message, Alvarez also noted that non-participation in elections could 
prove to be an effective weapon for exerting pressure, "if substitute action is 
taken instead," but said that “intelligently handled participation, under propi- 
tious circumstances, could bring the same result." 


The PAN member on a hunger strike precluded the possibility of electoral parti- 
cipation with a single candidate (something that Castillo did not propose); but 


99 

















mentioned that this does not rule out the possibility of taking joint action, 
"to weaken and hasten the downfall of the System, and to replace it with 
another that will guarantee the common welfare." 


Castillo returned to Mexico City, confident that his proposal to Oropeza, 
Villarreal, and Alvarez to give up the fast and travel with him all over the 
country will ultimately be accepted. 


On Friday, 8 August, at a press conference, Luis H. Alvarez confirmed his 
decision to remain on a hunger strike, inasmuch as the reasons which had 
prompted it have not changed. 
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CHIHUAHUA 86 COMMAND IDENTIFIED AS PAN TERRORIST BODY 
Mexico City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 14 Aug 86 STATES section pl 


[Text] Ciudad Juarez, Chihuahua, 13 August--Today, the PRI [Institutional 
Revolutionary Party] leadership charged that the "Chihuahua 86 Command" is rot 
a guerrilla movement, but only the terrorist instrument of the National Action 
Party [PAN]; while the president of the Banking Center, Andres Jimenez Sierra, 
reported that, between 1030 and 1100 hours, there were telephone calls warning 
of alleged bombs set at COMERMEX, BANPAIS, and BANAMEX branches, which proved 
to be false. 


“Chihuahua 86 Command is speaking again, because we have already carried our 
the first phase of our activities; now, during the second, we have set a bomb 
at each of three banks in the town," claimed the anonymous voice, as the bank 
official remarked, but these threats did not prompt the evacuation cf persc=<l 
or customers, nor police intervention. 


In any event, Artemio Iglesias and Diogenese Bustamante, chairmen of the PR! 
state and municipal committees, also noted that the losing PAN candidate for 
governor, Francisco Barrio Terrazas, had admitted beforehand the existence 

of that alleged radical group, when he disclosed to the press that there were 
anarchical groups in PAN which had requested of him "permission to kidnap, 
murder, or blow up buildings." 


Both leaders precluded the possibility that a movement such as this right-wing 
"command" one could receive the approval of a population that "has proven to 
have a great sense of responsibility and civic awareness, and does not favor 
violence." 


Iglesias and Bustamente did not specify the action that they would take against 
the alleged PAN foray into terrorism. The latter confined himself to asserting 
chat "this is not a post-electoral type conflict, nor is it based on political 
differences." They stressed that it was true that "the assessment that people 
have that Chihuahua is in a state of upheaval with violence and that its 
people are up in arms is not fair." 


This being the case, although the "command's" threats have been officially 
discredited, the tax collector Tomas Herrera Alvarez commented that, at an urgent 
meeting yesterday, the local authorities set up a security arrangement, just 

in case the telephoned threats should be borne out, as has occurred already, 

with the destruction of bank windows last Tuesday. 
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